Phosphorylase activity as a histochemical marker of specialized tissue of heart.
Phosphorylase activity has been investigated histochemically under controlled conditions in the specialized tissue and the general myocardium of goat heart using glucose-1-phosphate as the substrate. It has been observed that the phosphorylase content of the nodal and conducting tissue is very high as compared to the general myocardium. The phosphorylase content of the cardiac neural elements is also high. Since the connective tissue which surrounds the nodal and conducting tissue has almost no phosphorylase activity, the nodal and conducting tissue is sharply demarcated by the histochemical reaction for phosphorylase. This reaction can, therefore, be used as a specific and expedient method for the localization of specialized tissue as an exploratory and confirmatory test.